
'Forget GST; just plug the leaks'

Written by straits-mongrel
Saturday, 01 May 2010 22:10 - Last Updated Sunday, 02 May 2010 01:04

For 16 consecutive years, Labour Day celebrations had been held at the Dataran Merdeka. This
year, the police decided no more . Three ghoulish letters G-S-T must have freaked them out.
But as always, there's a valid reason from the authorities. 

  

  

  

From The Star Online :

  

“We cannot allow them to gather here because they had no permit. It was a wrongful gathering,”
he (Dang Wangi OCPD Asst Comm Zulkarnain Abdul Rahman) said.

  

  

  

Yeah right.
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http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/index.php/malaysia/61871-workers-protest-against-oppressive-tax-on-labour-day
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2010/5/1/nation/20100501151438&amp;sec=nation
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For 16 consecutive years, hundreds would show up in solidarity over some form of labour
oppression, say their piece, and go home. Peace out. They would cross the same streets, wear
coordinated T-shirts, carry banners, and it would be fine. This year, it's no longer fine. There's
something to be said about this whole 'Performance Now' thingie.
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  Well, tell her this year it's not on.        Tell her to take her grievances about the GST, minimum wage and more humane maternityleave to some cave somewhere, and go sit on it.    
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  And she and her friends will tell you this: BANTAH GST .     Loud and clear.    
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  Tell it to the 500-strong who showed up Saturday that it's okay to gather and throw slippers atTony Blair , butnot when you're talking about the GST.    
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http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/index.php/malaysia/61124-ibrahim-ali-slips-up-on-blair-slipper-protest
http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/index.php/malaysia/61124-ibrahim-ali-slips-up-on-blair-slipper-protest
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  And they will respond with this.    Bantah GST.    

  Tell it to the five bus-loads of proud Malaysians who traveled all the way from Ipoh that thiswhole GST thing is about to be tabled for second hearing in Parliament, and that they can't dojack about it.    
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 And they will ask you, macha, how about first making sure everyone gets a decent life?    And until you do, Bantah GST.    Advocates of the GST assert that the proposed tax will benefit businesses, government andconsumers despite proceeding from as low as 4 per cent, a lower rate compared to the currentsales and service tax.  Protes and other detractors of the GST , however, allege that the tax, when implemented, willbe burden primarily low-income earners. They also allege that the government has not beenserious in tackling corruption and wastage of taxpayers’ resources, without which the GSTwould not be needed.    

  Saturday's rally was also a call for gender equality. They stood in solidarity on a steamingtarmac at the KL-Selangor Chinese Assembly Hall after plans to assemble at Dataran Merdekahad to be aborted.    
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http://www.parti-sosialis.org/posts/1700/psm-calls-for-referendum-on-gst/
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  They came in all shapes and sizes.     Everyone sweated buckets.    
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  And when it came time to replenish fluids and calories, there was goodwill and sharing.    
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  It wasn't about comfort, and it certainly wasn't about Haagen Dazs. Local was in.    The nearest hip air-conditioned mall was 15 minutes away in an air-conditioned SUV; heaven tothe apathetic mainstream consumer.    
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  Yet who's to say such rallies are only attended by the frustrated poor? On Saturday, thesophisticated stood solidly alongside the marginalised in their common message for May Day.     Together they said: Hidup Rakyat. Bantah GST.
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